
Members of the community are invited 
to a field day at El Questro Station 
on 4 May 2018 to learn about the 
invasive species gamba grass and the 
collaborative effort to control it.

While there are many threats to the Kimberley, 
gamba grass has the potential to be one of 
the most significant. 

Gamba grass is a perennial grass introduced 
from Africa as a pasture species. However 
once introduced it rapidly spread, 
outcompeting native species and now 
threatens environmental, economic, cultural and 
social values throughout northern Australia. It is a 
Weed of National Significance and a C2 (Eradication) 
declared plant under the WA Biosecurity and 
Agriculture Management Act 2007.

The biggest risk posed by gamba grass is its ability 
to alter fire regimes. While Kimberley vegetation 
has evolved well with fire, gamba grass grows 
significantly taller and denser than native grasses, 
producing a highly flammable biomass which results 
in fires up to eight times hotter than native grasses.

WA has only one infestation of gamba grass which 
is located on El Questro Station. An eradication 
program is run collaboratively between El Questro 
Station, the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions’ Parks and Wildlife Service to combat this weed.

The 4 May field day will be an opportunity to learn more about the weed, how to control it and 
what is already being done. Please RSVP to Kate Detchon (9166 0411 or  
kate.detchon@dpird.wa.gov.au) to secure a place.

Learn how to help control  
gamba grass 
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While the Federal Government tries
to get the recognition of  Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people
back on track, WA has decided to 
create its own voice to Parliament.

WA Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
Ben Wyatt released a discussion
paper last week seeking feedback on
having an independent advocate for
Aboriginal people. The role could be
something similar to the Auditor-
General or Commissioner for Chil-
dren, which provide independent
advice to the State.

Mr Wyatt told a press pack in
Broome last week there were only two
Aboriginal voices which had a role
providing advice to the State, which
were an advisory council and the

Aboriginal Lands Trust. “They are
limited by their structure, so we’re
now going through a process of  con-
sulting Aboriginal people around a
proposed independent Aboriginal
advocate that reports to the parlia-
ment,” he said. “It creates an environ-
ment where you can get proper policy
conversations.”

Broome-based WA Labor Senator
Pat Dodson told The Echo he thought
anything which improved encounters
with governments to get better policy
outcomes was great.

“It really has to have a focus on
these regional areas,” he said. 

Mr Dodson is the co-chairman of  a
joint select committee trying to inves-
tigate what an Aboriginal “voice to
Parliament” would look like at a Fed-
eral level.

Aboriginal advocate proposed
t Peter de Kruijff

Kimberley residents were given
the opportunity this week to have
their say on what an Aboriginal
voice to Federal Parliament should
be.

Several members of  the Joint
Select Committee on Constitution-
al Recognition Relating to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples were in the region
including co-chairmen Julian
Leeser and Pat Dodson.

Wunan Foundation executive
director Ian Trust told the 
committee at a hearing in Kunu-
nurra he agreed there should be a
voice.

He said he thought the structure
of  an organisation such as the 
Binarri Binyja Yarrawoo Abor-
iginal Corporation could work as
part of  a structure to give local
voices a say in matters by provid-
ing insight from the bottom up.

Mr Trust is a leader for the
Empowered Communities initia-
tive, an indigenous-driven reform
group, which BBY is the backbone
organisation for in the East Kim-
berley.

BBY membership is made up of
other Aboriginal corporations 
rather than individuals and has 19
groups on board so far.

BBY chief  executive Christy
Hawker said it would be a 
challenge to have a national voice
to Parliament, which incorporated
voices from small communities.

Mr Trust said past initiatives
such as the Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander Commission, which
ran from 1990 to 2005 under the
premise of  involving indigenous
people in government processes
which affected their lives, had
elected members and he wondered
if  the voice would be better served

by leaders being chosen not by a
popular vote.

The Wunan head said he did not
think a voice to Parliament should
have the power of  veto or act like
another chamber of  Parliament.

“I think the whole constitutional

recognition is very admirable,” he
said.

“To become a great country, we
have to do these things otherwise
carry on in mediocrity and not go
anywhere.”

Miriwoong woman Nawoola

Newry told the committee many
old people had gone to her saying
they did not understand decisions
being made such as the Cashless
Debit Card.

She said Aboriginal people 
needed real power in Parliament
and to be able to sit there as equals.

“There should be the power to
veto government because what’s
the point otherwise,” Ms Newry
said.

Ms Newry said ultimately there
should be treaty talks but she could
see the value in having a voice to
get to that point.

Shire of  Wyndham East Kimber-
ley president David Menzel said his
biggest fear was if  a referendum
did not happen and the community
was left disappointed by having no
outcome.

At the Halls Creek hearing, 
WA MLA Josie Farrer said the 
Federal Indigenous Affairs 
Minister should visit remote 
communities and talk to old people
around the camp fire.

“These are wise old people who
have lived their life,” she said.

Voices heard on Parliament pitch
t Peter de Kruijff

Joint Select Committee on Constitutional Recognition Relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
committee co-chairmen Julian Leeser and Pat Dodson. Picture: Peter de Kruijff

To become a
great country,

we have to do these
things otherwise
carry on in
mediocrity and not
go anywhere. 
Ian Trust

a gravity-only option would have the
lowest maintenance and running
costs.

While the pump-only option has
smaller start-up costs, it would cost
more in maintenance in the long
term.

OIC general manager Mat Dear
said gravity irrigation was always
best but had higher capital costs.

“A siphon is possible, it can do a lot
more land than what was first investi-
gated . . . and in about 25 years it
would pay itself  off,” he said.

Mr Dear said the siphon and pump
combination could cover more land.

He said the OIC was doing a busi-
ness case for the project.

The State Government named san-
dalwood company Quintis the pre-
ferred developer of  the West Bank
three years ago.

Business case being prepared
C FROM PAGE 1

The Department of  Primary Industri-
es and Regional Development has
amped up its response to citrus can-
ker.

Two 50km quarantine zones set up

in Kununurra and Wyndham have
been upgraded to restricted areas,
meaning citrus trees and their fruit
can no longer be moved around with-
in the zones.

Crackdown on citrus areas


