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This was a local Empowered Communities forum 
where Aboriginal people could have their voices 

included in the Regional Development Agenda for 
Halls Creek and the East Kimberley.

We are focussing on five important areas where we 
want to see things improve.  Together we are making 

a peoples movement and plan for change led by 
community voice and supported by Government.

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT
We need to encourage new business to grow, create part time job 
options and give our kids experience and education about the job 
market in school.  All businesses and non-indigenous staff should do 
cultural awareness training.

We will do this by helping to create better work experience 
opportunities for young people and help organise workshops on 
starting up new business.  We will promote a town approach to 
cross cultural training, 

PEOPLE AND COUNTRY 
We need to increase participation in local initiatives, provide 
training around mental health awareness and create more suitable 
jobs.

We will do this by starting a leadership group of young people who 
can work with our Local Management Committee and the 
community, re-opening a sobering up and domestic violence 
shelter and getting guest speakers in to talk to community groups 
about mental health issues.

We will know we are going well there are more community 
members, especially young people, showing up for events and 
there is coordinated planning and communication between groups.

“We need Elders and young people sitting at the table together”

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
We need to look after Country and have healthy families and 
environments.  

We will do this by bringing back language classes and cultural and 
environmental education in school, workplaces and community 
settings.  We want a bush camp where knowledge holders work 
with young people and help prevent crime and rehabilitate them 
through cultural practices.

FAMILIES AT HOME
We need to educate parents on making a safe, happy and 
healthy home for children. We need to encourage 
communication between parents and children and support 
youth so we can keep families together.

We will do this by offering useful parenting programs, making 
opportunities for families to spend quality time together and 
creating a safe house/drop in center for our young people.

We will know we are going well when parents are making good 
choices at home, children are safe and healthy and not 
walking the streets at night.

LEARNING FOR LIFE
We need to get our kids going to school regularly and build 
their confidence with learning. We need to coordinate our early 
years, transition and family services so people can get the 
support they need.

We will do this by working with the school to have more 
Learning on Country programs that encourage kids to come to 
school.  We will develop a community services roadmap 
resource for families and make sure families can use these.

We will know we are going well when school attendance 
increases and kids are enjoying school.  Parents will be more 
involved with their childrens learning and know where to look 
to find answers without feeling shame. 

“Education starts at home –
parents should be role models”

“We all need to sing the same 
song when it comes to education” 

We will know we are going well 
when job market education is part 
of the curriculum and graduates 
have the experience they need to 
get the job they want.  Local 
business will employ local people 
instead of people from out of town.

Contact (08) 9169 2272     www.bby.org.au“Attitude change is needed on both sides”

We will know we are going well when cultural 
knowledge is being passed down, there are less 
offenses, more language speakers and our camp 
is being used. 

“Loss of cultural practices is the cause of most of 
our problems.  When we have culture we care 
about each other and there are less offenses.  We 
need support to bring back traditional ways.”




